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ARTICLE APEBEARED NEW YORK TIMES
oN pacE_ A=/ - 19 MARCH 1980
; ;‘T'TT——':“_"——"_'_—" P A — - ‘rsveralovsk in the spnng of 1979 may have ' S Am Off Limits to Forelgners N :
¢ " 'resulted from inadvertent exposure of | Together with the entire Urals region, !
: - ‘large numbers of people to some sort of i gyerdlovsk is normally off limits to for-:
i lethal biological agent.” i| eigners, presumably because of the pres-.

' ' . “The indications raise questions about l}em:e of military industries. In view of the’
) TO GERM_W AR PLANT .|l whether such material was present in | travel ban, the State Department spokes- |
} L quantities inconsistent with the ban in the || man was asked about the Government’s |

biological weapons convention ofl devel- || source of information.
o g g o oping, producing, stockpiling, acquiring | “Theinformation hascometous over a|
‘ ' . or retaining biological agents or toxins."” riod of time and we have in effect been !
U.S. Sees Possible Breach of Ban || "The matter came to light in unusual | compiling additional informaation as it be-
; : N fashion. On Friday, the daily report of the | came available,” he said. “‘It wasonly re-
in Reportedly Fatal Accident || Earelgn Broadcasts Information Bpci Contly that we felt we had enough infor-
. “.,. - |la Government agency that publishes § mation that we should probably approach
T transcripts of broadcasts and reprints } the Soviets about it in the terms of the bio-
some articles from the foreign press, car- logical convention. We are not neces-
ried two items from the newspaper Bild } sarily charging a violation.”
Zeitung of Hamburg, a sensationalist tab- | Tntelligence ajdes said the information

“ ByBERNARD GWERTZMAN

b Special to The New York Times o

| WASHINGTON, March 18" — The |l1oid witha circulation of 4.7 million, :

\_United Statos said today that it had re- || The two items, published Oct. 27, 1975, had been based ﬂfiﬁ‘;‘;"‘%{g@“ﬁ:ﬁ,ﬁ
{ceived “disturbing indications” that a |l and Feb. 13, dealt with reports of explo- | independent confirmation.

'large number of people in Sverdlovsk, a | sions in Soviet plants allegedly making '&ﬁ%c—coummng. which
' major Soviet city, might have Been acci- | bacteriological weapons. e some officials said was probably exag-
dentally contaminated a year ago by a I It is rare for the Government’s forelgn | gerated, said “‘deadly bacteria polluted,
«Jethal biological agent.” - AN broadcasts reportltgc’?hrry material more | the air’’ after an explosion in a plant|

A State Department spokesman, David than two weeks old. There was specula- | making bacteriological weapons on Aprill

. . . : ¢ | tion that publication of the Bild Zeitung taminated by |
Passage, said an “outbreak of disease * | articles was designed to stimulate public 3, 1979. People were €00 _m:;:i by |
i i . breathing in the agent, it said, a spe-
in Sverdlovsk, a city of 1.2 million people, | discussion as part of the Government's | cial section was set up in a hospital
had raised questions whether the Soviet | effort to discredit the Soviet Union follow- | satfed by army doctors and nurses to
Union had violated the terms of a 1975 | ingits intervention in Afzhanistan. handle the cases.
‘convention that bans the development, | w%&@%@- The Bild Zeitung article said there was
jproduction or stockpiling of biological- | telligence 0 _ﬁ_C_i?;_W_ﬂ_S%__Eriﬂrm—i—nz.Lm remedy and “contaminated people
agentsor toxins. o -} was*‘no accl dent.” He said publication of {died within four hours atfter hospitaliza-
“The United States has recently ex- th rom Bild Zeitung was “‘part |:tion because their lungs and trachea were
a

he reports
ressed concern to the Soviet Union about %ﬂﬁ_sgg_gﬁmu public gginion paralyzed.”
fhse reports,” he said. The matter is | = ut > ‘i.‘e‘ac"‘“‘ymtﬁgamo Chemi- | There has been no known account of
i cal and biological warfare.” There have |such an incident in the Soviet press, but

' being discussed this week in Geneva ata =~ : ; 20 celf is not unusual. However The
| meeting on problems arising from the been persistent reporis of Soviet use of | thisir Rexr 7 TC y ;

i chemical agents, such as poison gas, | Soviet Government press agency, Tass,
jLreaty that bans germ warfare and was. . a;amt L_K_fﬁ msu%ms. did rebut the West German articles in its
signed by the United States, the Soviet er official sai United States || international service, aimed at foreign
| Union and 85 other countries, he said. had evidence to believe that the agent in }} audiences. The rebuttal, on Feb. 19, said
Although a West German publication | the Sverdlovsk accident was a highly po- | that Bild Zeitung was contributing to
had asserted that more than 1,000 people ' | tent bacteria that causes the disease "‘ax}ti-Soviet hystqna" aqd that the Soviet
died atter an explosion in a plant produc- xnown as anthrax, which is almost al- Union was adhering strictly to the 1975
ling bacteriological weapons, the Ameri- | Ways fatal to humans when inhaled. He coqveguon on bacteriological weapons.
| can spokesman provided few details. said there was evidence that 300 to 500 | *This report by the West dGerman
e re have been some disturbing i fpecple died in a matter of hours and that | paper is from beginning to end & mali-
- e A " §Soviet troops had sealed off the area| Cious invention that has absolutely noth-
dications, tﬂ;? swk‘fnmt;“S;S{ tﬂc!iatax;’ Lwhentheaccidentoccurred. | ing to do with actual fact,” the Soviet
Cutbreak of disease in the Soviet City Ol k" oy, 675 miles east of Moscow, | P Ever said.

: W, 1 " The conventionon banning bacteriolog-
I the center of a major Soviet Industfey | ical weapous was et 2 nder s |
: ’. into e years . its |-
::neumen:g‘ %igecr;; e;g;?%‘{ terms, the signers undertake not to de-
ton of 1.2 million, is one of the country’s ;’"9&1"?2“&6:‘&;“22?.3{ g‘;‘ﬁg‘;
: ‘ s ogi gen
leading producers of heavy machinery, | coantities that have no justification for
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Yekaterinburg, and it was here that Czar| - . ,

e his family were killed by | pean S e ate Spposed  hary

the Bolsheviksin1918. © ¢ .- .. i | 1976, all heads of Federal departments
certified to President Gerald R. Ford
that; as of Dec. 26,. 1975, their depart-
ments and agencies were in full comoli-
ance with theconvention.z: _J i . 0.
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19 March 19380

On 19 February 1980, FBIS monitored a TASS report denying published
West German bress reports concerning an alleged explosion at a Soviet
biological weapon factory in Sverdlovsk. This was published routinely
by FBIS in its 20 February DAILY REPORT. As a resuit, an analyst reading
the DAILY REPORT asked FBIS to translate the original ‘artides
published in BILD ZEITUNG. Inasmuch as FBIS normally does not read this
newspaper, FBIS :went back to the 21 October 1979 and 13 February l‘iBO
articles and translated them. On receipt they were published in the

14 March DAILY REPORT.
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